










years, fans have known to look courtside for 
Hickman’s handmade “We Believe in You” 
sign at almost every women’s basketball game. 

But that night, as she looked into the stands, 
the signs read “Thank you, Julia and Cecil. 
We believe!” 

Hickman and Reynolds’ legendary support 
of Longhorn basketball and Texas student-
athletes began in the 1990s, when Hickman 
attended a fantasy camp where she learned 
the fundamentals of the game from the 
Longhorns. “I was totally hooked,” she 
remembered. “I started buying season 
tickets, and Cecil fell in love with it, too.” 

They quickly became familiar faces and 
beloved members of the Texas Basketball 
family. And, like true family, they show 

“unconditional love” for the players and team, 
said Head Coach Karen Aston. The couple had 
already established a scholarship endowment 

Julia Hickman and 
Cecil Reynolds stood center 
court at UT’s Frank Erwin 
Center, right arms raised 
in a pair of hook ‘ems.

“Because of you, we all believe.”

The announcer’s words expressed the 
thoughts of many Longhorn women’s 
basketball fans that night. Hickman and 
Reynolds, whose passion for the team 
stretches back three decades, had just 
announced the largest one-time future gift 
commitment in Texas Athletics history.

That phrase — “we believe” — carries 
personal meaning for Hickman, Reynolds 
and the entire Texas Basketball family. For 
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to support athletes who want to continue 
graduate studies at UT, but they wanted to 
do more. Hickman and Reynolds’ unique 
backgrounds as mental health professionals 
and former college professors gave them a 
special appreciation for the mental, emotional 
and health needs of student-athletes, too.

“We want them to be prepared for when 
they leave the university,” explained 
Reynolds. “Not just academically, but 
emotionally and behaviorally. That 
will take them a long way in life.” 

To that end, the couple established a 
charitable remainder trust to achieve their 
vision for Longhorn athletes, provide 
support for their family and receive 
lifetime tax benefits. Their $20 million 
future estate gift will establish the Cecil 
Reynolds and Julia Hickman Center for 
Student-Athlete Brain & Behavioral Health, 
a collaborative effort of Texas Athletics 
and the university’s Dell Medical School. 

According to Executive Senior Associate 
Athletics Director Allen Hardin, when 
the center opens, it will allow the 
university “to provide evidence-based 
brain and behavioral health care that 
is unparalleled in college athletics for 
generations of Longhorn student-athletes.” 

Like those handwritten signs carried to so 
many games over the years, the services and 
resources provided by the center will remind 
Longhorns that UT cares for them as whole 
people — just like their families would.

“They know we’re always on their side,” 
Hickman said. “Winning or losing, 
we’re going to be there for them.” �Q
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There are many ways to leave your legacy at 
UT. By making a life income gift like a charitable 
gift annuity or charitable remainder trust, you 
can guarantee a lasting impact, receive an 
upfront tax deduction, and secure income for 
yourself or your family — all with one gift.

Call 512-475-9632 or 800-687-4602 
or email us at giftplan@austin.utexas.edu to 
start your planning.

Charitable Gift Annuity
You and up to one loved one receive fixed 
payments for life — partially tax-free. 
The remaining funds after your lifetimes are 
gifted to UT.

You or your family receive variable or fixed 
payments for a term of years or life. The 
remaining funds at the end of the trust term 
are gifted to UT.

Charitable Remainder Trust

Transfer cash, appreciated 
securities or property

To the UT foundation, UT 
System, or your bank or trust

“They know we're always 
 on their side. Winning 
 or losing, we're going to 
be there for them.”



INVEST  
IN TEXAS.
INVEST IN  
YOUR FUTURE.

By creating a charitable gift annuity to 
benefit The University of Texas at Austin, 
you can make a gift now and count on 
income for the rest of your life. 

Learn more at utexas.planmygift.org 
or give us a call at 512-475-9632.

P.O. Box 7458 
Austin, TX 78713-7458 
giving.utexas.edu/giftplanning
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Wondering how to include 
the university in your estate 
plans? Here's the language 
we suggest:

I hereby direct $  (or  
percent of my residual estate) in 
cash, securities, or other property 
to the Board of Regents of 
The University of Texas System 
for the benefit of The University 
of Texas at Austin.

This gift shall be for the further 
benefit of [college, school, unit] 

and shall be used to [purpose] 
.

As with any decision involving your 
assets and/or estate, we urge you to 
seek the advice of your professional 
counsel when considering a gift to 
The University of Texas at Austin.


